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than 30 pieces of legislation designed to
decrease the bureaucracy, increase op-
portunity, and restore vitality to our
economy. Unfortunately, the majority
of this legislation is languishing in the
Senate. The employers, jobseekers, and
community members I spoke with last
week in Statesville want to move for-
ward with their businesses and lives.
There are House-passed bills that will
help solve some of the problems they
are facing. The Senate and the Presi-
dent need to act to turn these bills into
law.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.) the House stood in recess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at
2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In this Chamber, where the people’s
House gathers, we pause to offer You
gratitude for the gift of this good land
on which we live, and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. Continue to
inspire the American people, that
through the difficulties of these days
we might keep liberty and justice alive
in our Nation and in the world.

Give to us and all people a vivid
sense of Your presence, that we may
learn to understand each other, to re-
spect each other, to work with each
other, to live with each other, and to
do good to each other. So shall we
make our Nation great in goodness and
good in its greatness.

As the Members of this House return
from a week of constituent visits,
grant them wisdom and goodwill as
they address the issues of days to
come.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
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WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

FOUR YEARS AFTER OBAMACARE,
AMERICANS ARE WORSE OFF

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this is
the Affordable Care Act. Yesterday
marks the 4-year anniversary of when
it was signed into law. We all knew, at
least on the Republican side of this
House, how this thing was troubled
when it was passed 4 years ago, but
what no one could have predicted was
the aggressive incompetence of the ad-
ministration and the agencies during
the implementation.

It is hurting average Americans. I
get comments from people back home
on my Facebook page literally every
day. People tell me their stories of
their health care plans being canceled,
their premiums and deductibles going
up, and trusted access to family doc-
tors being lost.

Rosie told me her premiums went up
62 percent last year. Heidi’s husband
lost his job because his company was
forced to downsize because of the law.
Kim told me her family’s premium has
gone up, resulting in over $9,000 a year
now out-of-pocket, in addition to what
they paid last year.

One person put it best, saying: This
Affordable Care Act is simply not af-
fordable. Mr. Speaker, Americans de-
serve better.

——————

FOUR YEARS LATER AND
OBAMACARE IS STILL FAILING

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, for the last 4 years, American
families have watched as ObamaCare
has destroyed jobs, increased insurance
premiums, and denied access to trusted
medical professionals. You can’t keep
your doctor.

From day one, the administration
has not been honest with the law’s ef-
fectiveness or its implementation. This
unworkable, irresponsible law con-
tinues to plague families. We must
work together to repeal and replace
ObamacCare.

House Republicans know that com-
monsense solutions exist which will
provide relief to those who have fallen
victims to the President’s countless
broken promises. Unfortunately, the
administration and Senate Democrats
have refused to work with us to make
changes and restore health care deci-
sions back to the American people, not
to Big Government.
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As the open enrollment period dead-
line approaches leading to more hard-
ship for families, medical professionals,
and small businesses, it is our duty to
work together to change ObamaCare,
which destroys jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

GET THE GOVERNMENT OUT OF
THE WAY OF JOB CREATORS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tonight the
Statesville Chamber of Commerce will
host its annual dinner and recognize
the individuals, businesses, and non-
profits that help make Statesville,
North Carolina, thrive.

Unfortunately, our work here will
keep me from joining them. As we rec-
ognize the great work local organiza-
tions like the Statesville Chamber do
to help local businesses compete, we
should remain focused on the task of
keeping Washington out of their way.

We have passed numerous bills in the
House to cut through bureaucracy and
get the government out of the way of
job creators.

In the last week of February, the
House passed one such bill: the Un-
funded Mandates Information and
Transparency Act. UMITA would re-
quire new Federal rules and regula-
tions to undergo more complete and ac-
curate cost analyses.

With regulations estimated to impose
over 87 million hours of paperwork on
American businesses, I hope this bill
passes the Senate with the same bipar-
tisan support it received in the House.

——

HONORING JIM SPEARS, DANIEL
LETOURNEAU, AND DWAYNE DA-
VIDSON

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, there are
a lot of heroes in society. They include
moms and dads, doctors, nurses, and
teachers, and those who go above and
beyond to help others at great risk to
themselves.

I want to recognize three examples of
such bravery today: Jim Spears, Daniel
Letourneau, and Dwayne Davidson—all
UPS employees—who risked their lives
to help a stranger whose van had
flipped multiple times on an icy high-
way outside of Indianapolis.

The victim was stuck in her vehicle,
and their selfless actions kept her from
further harm. The beneficiary of their
selfless acts said: ‘““The goodness of peo-
ple in this world is so great ... and
there are truly great people out there
who we should appreciate.”” Well said.

Last week I had the opportunity to
meet Jim, David, and Dwayne. Today, 1
want to commend them for their brav-
ery and thank them for reminding us
what it truly means to be a hero.
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